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Life & Times

MORGAN BONNER   
theitguy@islandpacket.com

Taste the  
‘Ice Cream 
Sandwich’

I’m a little late to the party, but I 
was finally able to get my hands 
on the Galaxy Nexus, the latest 

“one Android phone to rule them 
all” that was released in December. 

The phone itself is beautiful, full 
of the obligatory latest and greatest 
tech and packing a 4.65-inch screen, 
which is massive (for comparison, 
the iPhone’s screen is 3.5 inches) 
although those with smaller hands 
might not like the larger screen as it 
makes one-handed operation of the 
phone difficult.

However, for as nice as the phone 
is, my real interest was in its new op-
erating system. 

The Galaxy Nexus is the first An-
droid 4.0, better known by its code 
name, the “Ice Cream Sandwich” 
device. ICS (as it will be referred to 
from this point forward) is Google’s 
attempt to fuse its operating sys-
tem for phones (Android 2.x) and 
tablets (Android 3.x) into one. ICS 
has numerous improvements over 
Android 2.x, but does introduce one 
new irritation. 

THE GOOD
For starters, just about everything 

you can think of has gotten a new 
level of polish that was missing from 
Android 2.x. Changes under the 
hood have made scrolling and transi-
tions much more smooth, and espe-
cially improved is the Web browsing 
experience. 

The new task switcher has a dedi-
cated button that brings up thumb-
nails of each currently running 
application, and the apps can be quit 
easily, which eliminates the need for 
a task killer. 

TALK TO THE IT GUY 

Morgan Bonner answers your 
computer questions and of-
fers tech tips and suggestions.

■ Send your questions to 
theitguy@islandpacket.com 

■ Follow him at twitter.com/
packetITguy

Please see IT GUY on 2C

A book to 
keep you 
buzzing

By BARBARA MAHANY
Chicago Tribune

What it is: No mere encyclopedia 
of bugs, “Sex on Six Legs” delivers 
exactly what its subtitle promises: 
lessons on life, love and language 
from the insect world. In this page-
turner, entomologist and first-rate 
raconteur Marlene Zuk (who is a 
professor of biology at the Univer-
sity of California at Riverside, where 
she studies cricket parasites, among 
other fascinations) draws swarms 
of six-legged subjects under the 
microscope and enlightens all along 
the way.

Rather than zooming in on one 
species per chapter and probing it 
to bits, Zuk goes for big ideas from 
the bug world, allowing the reader to 
ponder insect intelligence, personal-
ity, even child care. 

And she sheds light on little-
known intricacies of the sex lives 
of flying, creeping and/or crawling 
critters.

What makes it armchair-worthy: 
The truth about many a gardener is 
that, sooner or later, all that digging 
about the dirt and swatting away at 
six-legged pests tend to make the 
gardener curious about all that stirs 
in the beds.

 So, how better to while away a 
long winter’s lull than by expanding 
one’s repertoire of entomological 
curiosities?

Please see BUZZING on 2C

Did you know?Former President 
John Tyler, who was elected to of-
fice in 1841 as the 10th president 
of the United States, still has two 
living grandchildren. No, really. It’s 
true. And amazing — he was our 
president 20 years BEFORE the 
Civil War. Here’s the breakdown: 
Tyler was 63 years old when his 
son, Lyon Gardiner Tyler, was born 
in 1853. Lyon went on to have two 
sons, Lyon Jr. when he was 71 and 
Harrison when he was 75. 
Both of those men are 
alive today and 
are the only 
Americans 
who can say, 
“My grandpa 
helped annex 
Texas.” 
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DETAILS

“Sex on Six Legs: 
Lessons on Life, 
Love and Lan-
guage from the 
Insect World” 
By Marlene Zuk. 
272 pages, $25.

buzzing
DETAILS

“Sex on Six Legs: 
Lessons on Life, 
Love and Lan-
guage from the 
Insect World” 

272 pages, $25.

Review: Samsung’s new Galaxy 
Nexus will whet your appetite 
for an Android smartphone.

By JUSTIN PAPROCKI • jpaprocki@islandpacket.com • 843-706-8143

T
he first time they saw her, she was just a little girl in a long white dress sit-
ting before a piano. 

Mieke and Hendrick Smit were taking a cruise of the Black Sea in May 
2006. The cruise had stopped at the Gagarin Palace in Odessa, Ukraine. 
A few musicians were culled for entertainment, an opera singer, a string 

ensemble — nice, but nothing all that memorable. Then, almost as if she were an after-
thought, the girl took the stage. 

She played the crowd-pleasing “Flight of the Bumblebee.” Then she performed Franz 
Liszt’s “Etude No. 6” — a piece Mieke recognized as difficult, 
even for a professional. 

“She was not breaking a sweat,” Mieke said. “I remember 
thinking, ‘This is not some little girl. This is a talent.’ ”

The Smits introduced themselves afterward. The girl spoke 
broken English, but her enthusiasm was infectious. She was 
quick to smile; her laugh came easily. She was only 13 years 
old, a student at a music school in the city. 

The Smits conferred with the fellow travelers who had been sitting together. This girl 
is too talented to simply forget, they agreed. 

The chance encounter was life-altering for young Dasha Bukhartseva. And her rela-
tionship with the Hilton Head Island couple and her other supporters has evolved, tak-
ing the girl from poverty into one of the most prestigious music schools in the country. 

TO SUCCESSTO SUCCESS
THE KEYS 

Hilton Head couple help nuture future for 
piano prodigy once living in poverty in Ukraine

 LISTEN ONLINE
■ Hear Dasha 
Bukhartseva play a 
portion of Mozart’s 
Sonata in F major at 
islandpacket.com/
lowcountrylife.

JAY KARR • The Island Packet
Russian pianist Dasha Bukhartseva, 19, is photographed with her benefactors, Mieke and 
Hendrik Smit, on Friday during a visit to the Smit’s home on Hilton Head Island. 

Please see PIANO on 10C


